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Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of 

bread, and in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done 

through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and 

sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 46 So continuing 

daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with 

gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 

added to the church daily those who were being saved. 

1. People of the word 

2. They treasure the gathering of the saints 

3. It is a praying community 

• Prayer is not an option, it is the way of life 

• The levels of prayer in a church determines what it can achieve and what it can’t  

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in prayers 

• What is prayer: 

o The most basic definition of prayer is “talking to God.”  

o Prayer is not meditation or passive reflection; it is direct address to God.  

o It is the communication of the human spirit with the Lord who created the spirit. 

o Prayer is the primary way for the believer in Jesus Christ to communicate his emotions 

and desires with God and to fellowship with God. 

 

• The following are some quotes by Charles Spurgeon, a prayer general who lived in the 19th 

century and left a praying legacy: 

 

The condition of the church may be very accurately gauged by its prayer meetings. So is the 

prayer meeting a grace-ometer, and from it we may judge of the amount of divine working 

among a people. If God be near a church, it must pray. And if He be not there, one of die first 

tokens of His absence will be a slothfulness in prayer! – Charles Spurgeon 

 

Prayer plumes the wings of God’s young eaglets so that they may learn to mount above the 

clouds. Prayer brings inner strength to God’s warriors and sends them forth to spiritual battle 

with their muscles firm and their armor in place. – Charles Spurgeon 
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• The early church understood the power of prayer and they saw results – they prayed without 

ceasing  

• Paul encourages us to pray without stopping  

“pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) 

• They prayed together for the needs around them 

Acts 4:23-31 And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the 

chief priests and elders had said to them. So when they heard that, they raised their voice to 

God with one accord and said: “Lord, you are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, 

and all that is in them… 

• When Peter was in prison, the church stood in the gap for his well-being. 

Acts 12:5 Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for him by 

the church. 

• In response to their prayer, an angel was sent leading to his miraculous prison break. 

• God is calling us to build altars of prayers in our church, in our homes and as individuals 

In Matthew 21: 12-13, “Then Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out all those who 

bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats 

of those who sold doves. 13 And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a 

house of prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’” 

• I believe that God is calling us back to the altar of prayer – rebuild the broken altar of prayer. 

• We ought to pray for every situation 

o In times of persecution - Acts 7:59-60 And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on 

God and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."60 Then he knelt down and cried out 

with a loud voice, "Lord, do not charge them with this sin." And when he had said this, 

he fell asleep. 

o Prayer ought to be made even for our enemies 

o For impossible situations - Acts 9:40 But Peter put them all out, and knelt down and 

prayed. And turning to the body he said, "Tabitha, arise." And she opened her eyes, 

and when she saw Peter she sat up. 

o When we finally decide to pray, we will start seeing things changing in our lives.  

 

• In order to become prayerful, you need to take it as a personal matter – Jesus wants you to 

take prayer as a personal matter 

 Matthew 6:5-6 And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray 

standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. 
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Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But you, when you pray, go into your room, and 

when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father 

who sees in secret will reward you openly.  

• God is waiting for your prayers in order to act – He always answers our prayers 

1Peter 3:12 For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their 

prayers; But the face of the LORD is against those who do evil." 

 

1 John 5:14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything 

according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, 

we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 

4. The people are open-hearted and open handed 

• The health condition of a community is largely driven by the state of the heart of the 

people. 

• The condition of your heart determines how you connect with the community. How was 

the early church open hearted and open handed 

 

Acts 2:44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their 

possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 

• This scripture does not advocate for communism but that they held all their property 

ready for use for the common good as it was needed 

• In other words there was a greater sense of family-hood amongst the believers 

Romans 8:15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the 

Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with 

our spirit that we are children of God, 

• When a church has a revelation of the family of God, we will do things differently  

• You move from words to action – I am talking about practical love or benevolence. 

• Having things in common means that we have happiness and sadness in common. We 

have to develop a real sense of caring for one another. 

• In a multicultural church, it calls for a greater effort in order to break the barriers that 

define us. I believe we have more in common than it appears. It’s a case of getting closer 

to someone in order to see that there is much more we share in common. 

1 John 3:17 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his 

heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in 
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word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, 

and shall assure our hearts before Him.  

• Loving through words is good but shallow – words are cheap, people will feel loved when 

there is action attached to it. 

• Love that is action oriented looks like this “I see you and you matter” – many people see 

the situation but very few people think that what they have seen really matters to warrant 

their attention. 

• How does this translate in our context 

Romans 12:9 Don't just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold 

tightly to what is good. 10 Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in 

honoring each other. 11 Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. 

12 Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. 13 When 

God's people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality. 14 

Bless those who persecute you. Don't curse them; pray that God will bless them. 15 Be 

happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with 

each other. Don't be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don't think 

you know it all!  

o Take a keen interest in each other’s lives – this means allowing people into your 

space/life 

o Celebrate each other’s milestones 

o Visit each other when there is a crisis or a need for a celebration  

o Create opportunities to meet up outside of church programmes 

o Plan for hospitality at home – what you don’t plan for won’t get done 

o Follow up on someone’s situation that you are aware of 

• In order to operate in a community, you need to decide to be part of the community. Luke 

2:49 And He said to them, "Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about 

My Father's business?" 

• We are called to be sons and daughters in the house of God and not servants. 

• The attitude of a son is completely different from that of a servant.  

• When you have been long enough in a church, you need to move through three phases: 

o Phase 1 – that church 

o Phase 2 – this church 

o Phase 3 – my/our church 
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• When you take ownership of your community, you will take responsibility over its 

condition.  

• Jesus highlights the difference in posture between a good shepherd and a hireling   

John 10:11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 12 

"But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. 

13 "The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep. 14 "I am 

the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. 

• A son or a daughter in the house  

o Makes sacrifices for the well-being of the next person 

o Protects and covers the next person 

o Defends the people around him 

o Stays with you in times of danger – is faithful and dependent  

 

John 13:34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved 

you, that you also love one another. 35 "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if 

you have love for one another." 

• When in church walk slowly through the isles in other words don’t be in a rush.  

 


