
FRUIT BEARING COMMUNITY Prt 2 

1

 

A Fruit Bearing Community Prt 2: Michael Manyuni © 02 July 2017                       

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 
 

A sure indicator of a healthy system is its ability to multiply and to grow. It goes without say that any 

parent with a baby monitors the baby to ensure that the baby is reaching all the expected milestones. 

Alarm bells are set off when a child fails to speak when they have reached an age where they are 

expected to speak, or when a child fails to walk when they were expected to walk. 

I say this with sensitivities because these things happen and when they do happen, they cause great 

pain and anxieties in the family. 

Think about the following: 

• Any healthy business grows  

• A healthy relationship adds value to those involved – it enriches them 

• A healthy school produces kids who are well behaved and who have good results 

• A healthy leader takes a team from good to great 

It is important to realise that it is not so much what you say that matters, it is the fruit of your life that 

matters most. 

Today I want to add another component that describes a healthy church community – A healthy 

community bears fruit. The title of my message is A FRUIT BEARING COMMUNITY 

1. How is fruitfulness viewed in the kingdom of God 

2. Being fruitful in winning souls for the kingdom 

2.1 Soul winning the early church style  

a) Soul winning born out of prayer 

b) Soul winning through public preaching of Jesus 

c) Soul winning through meeting a felt need 

d) Soul winning through being bold about what Jesus did for you 

Now having heard all that, I know that some of you have questions that kept popping up as I was 

sharing last week: 

• I am not sure how to do this? 

• What if I make a fool of myself? 

• Where do I even start? 

• Is this even for me? 
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In response to your silent questions, I want show you a short clip that will explain to you briefly how to 

share your faith with someone – here we go! 

e) Soul winning calls for a willingness to lay your life on the line for Jesus. (Acts 7:59-60) 

• Preaching the gospel was never meant to be a walk in the park – it is a battle field that is 

riddled with danger and discomfort. 

• The truth of the matter is that there is a price to be paid – the gospel is free but not 

cheap. 

• When we burn with a passion for our Lord, we will be prepared to lay down our lives for 

Him 

1 John 3:16By this we know what love is: Jesus laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay 

down our lives for our brothers. 

• How does laying down our lives for Jesus look like – Stephen of the early church paints a 

picture 

Acts 6:8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. 9 

Then there arose some from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians, 

Alexandrians, and those from Cilicia and Asia), disputing with Stephen. 10 And they were not 

able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke. 11 Then they secretly induced men 

to say, "We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God." 12 And they 

stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon him, seized him, and 

brought him to the council. 13 They also set up false witnesses who said, "This man does not 

cease to speak blasphemous words against this holy place and the law; 14 "for we have heard 

him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses 

delivered to us."15 And all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as 

the face of an angel. 

o Defend the sanctity of the gospel in the face of opposition 

o Withstand false accusations  

o Confront the order/culture of the day with truth and grace – Stephen had to face up to 

the religious leaders of the day 

o Stand your ground in the face of persecution – don’t take persecution as a personal 

matter. Its no longer about you but about what you stand for 
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Acts 7:59 And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive 

my spirit."60 Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not charge them 

with this sin." And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

o At some point it would mean being prepared to die for the gospel – Stephen died  

• The apostle Paul was such a man who was prepared to lay down everything for the sack of 

the gospel 

Acts 20:22 "And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will 

happen to me there, 23 "except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains 

and tribulations await me. 24 "But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear 

to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord 

Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 

• Nothing is more important than rescuing a soul from the jaws of hell – Paul resolved to die 

for that cause.  

• We are moved by temporary pain to the detriment of eternal gain 

• Winning souls is a winning occupation that is worth every sacrifice  

o The greatest treasure in heaven is a soul - Despite the golden streets, beautiful 

mansions, gemstone foundations and pearly gates, the most valuable object in 

heaven is a soul who has chosen to love God.  

o The greatest treasure in hell is a soul – the greatest battle is over the souls of 

man. The only way for the devil to hurt God is by steeling the soul for hell 

o  The greatest treasure on earth is a soul – when heaven looks like down on earth, 

it is not moved by material stuff but by the condition of the souls 

f) Soul winning through being present  

• It is impossible to win people for the kingdom by remote control, when we are detached 

from their realities 

• In order to win some, you need to smell like some – let me qualify this, you have to 

identify with where people are at in order to provide relevant solutions  

• The world is dying and yet the church is closed within four walls and oblivious to the 

realities around it.  
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• When a church suffers from inwarditis, it starts grappling with internal conflict and politics  

Acts 8:25 So when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, they returned to 

Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.26 Now an angel of the 

Lord spoke to Philip, saying, "Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down 

from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is desert. 27 So he arose and went. And behold, a man of 

Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had 

charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 was returning. And 

sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go 

near and overtake this chariot." 30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet 

Isaiah, and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31 And he said, "How can I, 

unless someone guides me?" And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 The place in 

the Scripture which he read was this: "He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb 

before its shearer is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 33 In His humiliation His justice was 

taken away, And who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from the earth." 34 So 

the eunuch answered Philip and said, "I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself 

or of some other man?" 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, 

preached Jesus to him 

• Phillip needed to go out to a specific location in order to encounter the Eunuch – you can’t 

imagine the difference this made in his life 

• We are called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world. The impact of salt can 

only be felt when it is on the wound or on the food. 

• Darkness is the absence of light – we need to be where we are needed. 

• This means going down on the road where the people are to be found 

o Be part of a club – cycling, running, gym etc 

o Get involved at your kiddies’ school – in a committee to arrange that upcoming 

concert 

o Start taking note of your neighbour – be available to assist them in any way 

possible 

o Frequent the same petrol station and restaurant  

 


