
IN THE FACE OF CONFLICT 

1

 

In the face of conflict: Michael Manyuni © 16 July 2017                       

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 
 

Acts 15:36  After some time Paul said to Barnabas, "Let's go back and visit each city where we 

previously preached the word of the Lord, to see how the new believers are doing." Barnabas 

agreed and wanted to take along John Mark. 38  But Paul disagreed strongly, since John Mark 

had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in their work. 39  Their 

disagreement was so sharp that they separated. Barnabas took John Mark with him and sailed 

for Cyprus. 40  Paul chose Silas, and as he left, the believers entrusted him to the Lord's 

gracious care. 41  Then he traveled throughout Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches 

there.  

 

Today I am going to talk to you about a topic that I believe has either built or destroyed 

community.  

“IN THE FACE OF CONFLICT” 

 

I have observed that in the normal course of life conflict is inevitable – it is something that you 

can’t just wish away, you will face it someday. 

Conflict happens between the best of people, it happens between the worst of people. 

When handled well, conflict has the ability to strengthen relationships - greater intimacy is 

experienced after surviving a season of conflict. 

However the opposite is true – when we fail to handle conflict well, it can bring out the worst 

in us – become distant, resentful of each other, closed hearts. 

Failure to handle conflict has resulted in the loss of friendships, marriages splitting up, church 

splits. 

Conflict can result in people leaving church. 

 

What is conflict? 

• A fight, battle, or struggle, especially a prolonged struggle or strife. 

 

• Controversy; quarrel: conflicts between parties. 

 

• Discord of action, feeling, or effect; antagonism or opposition with regards to 

interests, principles or ideas 
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Conflict happens to the best of us: 

In the scriptures where we have read, conflict arose between two great men of God. These 

were seasoned believers and yet they experienced conflict. 

You can draw comfort in that when you experience conflict, its not that you are less spiritual 

but that you are experiencing the normal course of life. 

What was their issue? 

The time had come to begin the Second Missionary Journey. Paul brought the subject to 

Barnabas, suggesting that they revisit the cities where they had previously preached the word. 

When Barnabas insisted that his nephew, Mark, accompany them, Paul strongly opposed the 

plan. He remembered vividly how Mark had departed from them in Pamphylia, and doubtless 

feared he would do it again.  

However it looks like at some point reconciliation happened between Paul and Mark - 2Ti 4:11 

Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry. 

 

Not much is said about Barnabas but from scripture it appears as if their respect of the grace 

that was upon their lives still existed as Paul talks about Barnabas in 1 Cor. 9:6 

 

The contention between Barnabas and Paul became so sharp that these two honored servants 

of the Lord parted from one another 

 

Act 15:39 Their disagreement was so sharp that they separated. Barnabas took John Mark 

with him and sailed for Cyprus. 

 

This was a sad moment because the conflict led to the splitting of these two generals – 

imagine what was lost due to their separation. 

Whenever we fail to deal with conflict the impact is far reaching. 

 

In dealing with conflict, we need to firstly understand the source of conflicts other than the 

conflict that happens as a result of our differences in personality. 

Actually, our differences should never be a source of conflict – our differences are meant to 

enrich our relationships. Have you noticed that you are more likely to marry the opposite of 

who you are? 
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A. SOURCE OF CONFLICT 

 

1. A hateful heart stirs conflict 

Proverbs 10:12 Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers all sins. 

 

• Conflict is unavoidable when our hearts are full of hate for someone or something. 

• Hate is the emotion of intense dislike; a feeling of dislike so strong that it demands action 

• The action that is demanded by hate has nothing good in it. The way to deal with hate is to 

ask God for the grace to love that very thing that you hate. 

• Unrest between nations, races, and neighbors is often rooted in hatred 

• That is why the use of the word hate must be done with caution – it evokes certain 

feelings that demand action. 

• All the murders that took place started of as hate in the heart 

 

2. A hot tampered heart stirs conflict 

Proverbs 15:18 "A hot-tempered person stirs up conflict, but the one who is patient calms a 

quarrel"  

 

Pro 26:21 A quarrelsome person starts fights as easily as hot embers light charcoal or fire 

lights wood. 

 

• A hot tempered person is someone who is quick to anger or who doesn't control his 

emotions very well. 

• An example of a hot tempered person is one who gets mad at a child crying. 

• In the presence of a hot tempered person you almost have to tip toe your way around 

them in order to avoid the volcano from erupting. 

• When we entertain hot tamper long enough, it becomes a snare and an attraction for 

strongholds. 

• Whenever we act out of anger, the results are always negative 
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• Moses had issues with anger and it led to his disqualification to entering the Promised 

Land. 

• One can work his way out of anger by asking the Holy Spirit for self-control, for being 

aware of the emotion and to put it under check. 

• A calm and patient response that is rooted in the Lord can bring many conflicting 

situations to a sudden end. 

 

3. A perverse heart stirs conflict 

Proverbs 16:28 "A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends"  

 

Proverbs 6:14 Perversity is in his heart, He devises evil continually, He sows discord. 

 

• In other bible versions, the same scripture reads as follows  A troublemaker plants seeds 

of strife; gossip separates the best of friends.(NLT) 

• A perverse heart is one that:   

o Distorts of the truth.  

o Manipulates  

o Wilfully determined or disposed to go counter to what is expected or desired 

o Withholds the facts 

• In the presence of perversion in our relationships, conflict will abound 

 

4. A greedy heart stirs up conflict  

Proverbs 28:25 "The greedy stir up conflict, but those who trust in the Lord will prosper. 

• A desire for more than what is sufficient causes people to push others down – its case of 

climbing the coporate ladder by whatever means possible. 

• When people say the end justifies the means, conflict is bound to happen in the process. 

• The twin sister to greed is selfishness – selfishness is one major cause of strive in 

relationships. 

• When we start thinking less about ourselves and more about people around us, we will be 

better placed to avoid unnecessary conflict. 
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Philippians 2: 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or empty pride, but in humility consider 

others more important than yourselves. 

 

B. DEALING WITH CONFLICT 

 

1. An act of worship 

• Unless we understand the value of resolving conflict, we will not make an effort in dealing 

with it 

• There are always two sides to a conflict and both parties need to appreciate that they owe 

it to each other to resolve the impasse. 

• The bible views conflict resolution in a serious light to such an extent that every act of 

worship is viewed in the light of how we deal with conflict in our midst. 

 

Matthew 5:23-24 "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that 

your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. 

First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift" 

 

• Jesus is saying being at peace with your brother is a worthwhile act of worship – such that 

if that is not fine, any other act of worship will be disregarded. 

• The beauty of this scripture is that it does not say “if you remember that you have 

something against your brother” but it says “if your brother has something against you” – 

it is emphasizing the fact that your behavior has caused some disharmony in the family 

• This means unresolved conflict stop other people from worshipping  

• In the context of marriage, the issue of not resolving conflict impacts on the quality of the 

prayer life 

1Peter 3:7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, 

as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may 

not be hindered. 

 

 

 

 


