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Most Christians are not idolaters, in actual fact it is unheard of to be an idolater and 

still be called a Christian.  

Christians find it highly detestable to have a statue in their bedroom that they bow 

down to – by and large Christians don’t pray to idols. They feel horrible when talking to 

Hindus and such like religions who are very open to the idea of having multiple gods.  

Most Christians respect the commandment that cautions them against bowing down 

to other gods: 

Exodus 20:3 "You shall have no other gods before Me. 4 "You shall not make for 

yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is 

in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 5 you shall not bow down 

to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the 

iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generations of those who 

hate Me, 6 but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My 

commandments. 

 

But is that really the case? Could it be that we are idolaters but of a more crafty form 

of idolatry that is difficult to see and more difficult to admit? 

As we finish our series on Life in His presence, today I want to talk to you on a message 

entitled “CONFRONTING YOUR IDOLS” 

It sounds freakish but, hang in there with me – it is an important issue that will unlock 

treasures for you. 

• Nothing is as deceptive as idols. Idols in our lives come and pose as a substitute 

for the real God. 

• Idols make us think we can get all the help we need from them 

• Idols make us think they can bring provision  

• They make us feel that if we worship them, they will bring us peace in our 

situations. 

• The reality of the matter is that the idol worshipper is equally deluded as the 

idol itself.  

 

1. What is idolatry? 

1.1 What is an idol, first of all? 
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An idol is any person, object or activity you give a higher priority in your life than a 

relationship with God 

 

1.2 What is to worship? 

• The adoration, homage, veneration given to a deity. 

• Excessive and ardent devotion or admiration. 

Idolatry is therefore not simply something we prostrate ourselves before; it is also 

something we are totally committed to, and obsessed with that comes between us and 

God. 

Idolatry is therefore excessive admiration or veneration of something which leads to a 

blind and excessive love for it.  

1.3 How does God feel about idolatry?  

• Among the maters that repel the presence of God, the chief of all is idolatry 

• In the book of Exodus, God made it perfectly clear that idolatry was not 

acceptable. 

• In the book of Leviticus, He reiterates the same view. 

 “You shall not make idols for yourselves; neither a carved image nor a sacred pillar 

shall you rear up for yourselves; nor shall you set up an engraved stone in your land, to 

bow down to it; for I am the LORD your God” (Leviticus 26:1). 

• From the start God made it clear that he would not stand for anything “before” 

him. He had to be first and only first. 

• Nothing, therefore must stand between us and Him—nothing. Nothing may be 

loved by us to that extent, nothing. 

 

2. Different kinds of idols 

• When you grew up doing something, it becomes second nature – unless 

someone brings it to your attention, you would never realise that there is something 

abnormal. 

• This is the issue with the crafty form of idolatry – it is so engrained within us 

that it is difficult to see it. 

• Lets look at some of the issues that have stood between us and God, issues 

that have taken up the place of God in our lives: 
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2.1 Self 

• The greatest and strongest idol anyone is self 

• It is no easy to admit that we sometimes idolise ourselves.  

2Timothy 3:1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men 

will be lovers of themselves… 

• This is being into ourselves to the disregard of what God says  

• It is when our own interests interferes with the rights and comforts of others – 

the focus is yourself 

• The problem with this idol called self is that it is always there with us – it is with 

you when you are in church, it is with you when you are praying, it is with you when 

you are trying to worship God 

• This idol is also called ego – the bigger the ego the more devastating it is to the 

people around it. 

• The tower of babel was built around this idol called self  

Genesis 11:4 And they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose 

top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad 

over the face of the whole earth." 

• They were moved with pride and ambition, preferring their own glory to God's 

honour. 

• The idol called self when not confronted will always go against what God says – 

it is hostile to the things of God. 

• When you here yourself saying “I don’t care about anyone else around here…” 

and you are comfortable with saying that, it is a sign that the idol has a grip on you 

Acts 8:18 And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the 

Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 19 saying, "Give me this power also, 

that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 20 But Peter said to 

him, "Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be 

purchased with money! 

• Whenever self consumes us, destruction will be imminent – Simon had been 

used to excite people with his powers, used to make money through divination and 

saw this as an opportunity to further his brand. 
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• The idol needs to be laid down at the altar – this talks of dying to self as a daily 

habit.  

 

2.2 Wealth - Money 

• This idol has been a great competitor for space in the heart of mankind. 

• Jesus gave it so much attention in His teachings, almost sending a warning to 

us.  

• Whether we like or not, money plays a crucial role in our day to day lives – it is 

a source of great benefits and also a potential source of great troubles -- if it becomes 

an idol. 

• You either live in two places: One in which you have money or one in which 

money has you. 

• The Apostle Paul warns against the destructive power of money idolatry. 

 

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from 

the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows” ( 1 

Timothy 6:10). 

 

“Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not 

greedy for Money” (1 Timothy 3:8). 

 

“For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-

tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money” (Titus 1:7). 

 

• The human obsession for money, according to the Bible, will be especially 

prevalent in the last days: 

 “For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy” (2 Timothy 3:2). 

 

Let’s read again I Timothy 6:10. 

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from 

the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” 
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Is money an idol in your life? 

 

a) You spend so much time making and administering it that we have not time for 

God? 

b) You are obsessed with it? Is that what goes through our minds always? Are we 

so obsessed with it that in reality we are trying to create our own Kingdom on earth, 

now, by dreaming about big homes, property, wealth? 

c) You resent spiritual activities, because it is time taken away from work and 

from making money. 

d) There is no room for resting – always in pursuit of the next deal. 

e) The bulk of the money is spent on yourself – no room for giving away 

f) We avoid tithing and resent free willing offerings  

g) Your level of peace is determined by the level of your bank balance 

 

2.3 Entertainment 

• I am big fan of hobbies – God gave us different interests in order to refresh us. 

• Hobbies are like diversions which allow you to refocus your energies and 

attention – running, cycling, swimming, watching the flat screen etc 

• However there is a fine line between something being mere refreshing hobby 

to something taking over your life. 

1Corinthians 10:23 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things 

are lawful for me, but not all things edify. 

1Corinthians 6:12 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things 

are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 

1Timothy 4:8 For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, 

having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come. 

• Entertainment is not a problem. The kind of entertainment and how it is used 

can be a problem 

• TV is not a problem -- what we watch and what we “don’t do” as a result of TV 

watching can be a problem. 
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• The Internet can become a bottomless pit of addiction and self-destruction. Are 

we heeding the warning? 

• Travel is a form of idolatry for some. Travel is exciting, stimulating, some time 

refreshing. Travel, though can be very addictive—and travel agents and the travel 

industry know that very well. 

 

Is entertainment an idol in your life? 

 

a) Do we get ourselves in large debts so as to support our entertainment? 

 

b) Do we compromise our family time in order to entertain ourselves? 

 

c) Do we sacrifice spiritual enriching activities for the sack of entertainment? How 

do you decide on how many races to do on Sundays throughout the year? 

 

d) Does our entertainment actually refresh us or it does exactly the opposite, or 

does it assist us in connecting with God? 


