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1. THE GREAT PURSUIT - Relentless pursuit after God 

• When you have a deep desire for something, you will do whatever it takes to get it and to 

keep it. 

One of the keys to access and to maintain the presence of God is to pursue Him and to seek 

Him as if everything depends on Him. 

 

• Desire is spurred on by the revelation of the true value of something – when you 

appreciate the value of God, you will pursue after Him until you get hold of Him 

• To be in pursuit of something means to  

o run swiftly in order to catch some person or thing,  

o run after;  

o it is the same as pressing after a goal.  

Pursue God before pursing your goals 

 

“What if we were to realize that every sunset viewed, every love filled relationship, every 

favorite food savored, every song sung or listened to, every home decorated, and every rich 

moment enjoyed in this life isn’t ultimately about itself but is an expression and reflection of 

God’s essential character? Wouldn’t such beautiful and desirable reflections mean that their 

Source must be even more beautiful — and, ultimately, most desirable?” 

 

• God gravitates towards where He is desired  

James 4:8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; 

and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

• Going to back to the story of king Jehoshaphat - When Jehoshaphat was faced with an 

enemy on his door step, he was not casual about his desire for God’s help. 

• He made a serious move  

2 Chronicles 20: 3 And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed 

a fast throughout all Judah. 4 So Judah gathered together to ask help from the LORD; and 

from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD. 

• His mind was set on God 



THE GREAT PURSUIT 

2

 

The great Pursuit: Michael Manyuni © 10 September  2017                       

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 
 

• He did something out of the ordinary – he proclaimed a fast throughout the country. 

People who attract the presence of God do the extra ordinary to find God. 

• To do extra ordinary things in pursuit of God requires you to be bold and confident in who 

you are in the sight of God 

Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy 

and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

1Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 

people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous light; 

• All the cities of Judah came to seek God 

• Seeking for God is a major key in the process of accessing the presence of God – God will 

never force you. 

2 Chronicles 20:13 Now all Judah, with their little ones, their wives, and their children, 

stood before the LORD.14 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of 

Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of 

Asaph, in the midst of the assembly. 15 And he said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the LORD to you: 'Do not 

be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but 

God's. 

• The presence of God responses to a seeker’s heart – this means that the whole family has 

to come to a place of seeking after God. It can’t be a case of the wife going to church alone 

with the kids. 

• Jehoshaphat’s father Asa, had the same experience of facing an enemy who was way 

bigger than them. He sought the face of God and God gave him a major victory. 

• In the process of celebrating the victory, the Lord makes a statement that holds a key to us 

accessing and maintaining His presence  

2 Chronicles 15:1 Now the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded. 2 And he went out 

to meet Asa, and said to him: "Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin. The LORD is with 

you while you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, 

He will forsake you. 
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• God was reminding king Asa, never to forget how he got the victory he was celebrating – it 

was all because he went out of his way to seek God for it and God responded. 

• Anyone can have the abiding presence of the Lord, if he or she is willing to seek Him for it 

• The word seek in the scriptures talks of 

o Resorting to regularly enquire of God  

o To consult  

o To investigate issues about God 

"...The Lord...will be found of you..." (15:2). The Hebrew word for "found" here is "matsa," 

meaning, "his presence coming forth to enable and to bless." In short, this verse tells us, "Seek 

the Lord with your whole heart, and he will come to you with his presence 

• The foundation for drawing closer to God is a holy desire to know God and an awe of His 

greatness and goodness. Passion is born from a love and honor of God and His Word, 

thanksgiving for what God has done for us 

 

The practice of the great pursuit 

1. God is your priority and obsession  

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 

as well” (Matthew 6:33). 

• Living a life that is God focused and everything else being a side show. 

o Prayer – you talk to the one you love, you listen to the one you love 

o Get into the word – we cannot know God without knowing His word. Moses said 

teach me your ways, that I might know you (Exodus 33:13). How can a young man 

keep his ways pure; by hiding His word in his word in his heart (Psalms 119:9) 

o Fellowship with people – when you love the one created in His image, you will 

attract the creator.  

2. You are consistent irregardless of situations 

Habakkuk 3:17 Though the fig tree may not blossom, Nor fruit be on the vines; Though 

the labor of the olive may fail, And the fields yield no food; Though the flock may be cut 

off from the fold, And there be no herd in the stalls-18 Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I 

will joy in the God of my salvation.  
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Job 13:15 Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him. Even so, I will defend my own ways 

before Him. 

 

John 6:26 Jesus answered them and said, "Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, 

not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. 27 

"Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting 

life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on 

Him." 

 

• God is attracted to those who pursue Him irrespective of their circumstances  

• It is a sign of great maturity to be a constant worshipper  

• A seeker’s life has a high internal locus of control that is directed by a strong desire for 

God– you are in charge of what you do and why you do it 

 

3. Everything about you is devoted to God 

Psalms 63:1 O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for You; My 

flesh longs for You In a dry and thirsty land Where there is no water. 2 So I have looked 

for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. 3 Because Your 

lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You. 4 Thus I will bless You while I 

live; I will lift up my hands in Your name. 5 My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow 

and fatness, And my mouth shall praise You with joyful lips. 6 When I remember You on 

my bed, I meditate on You in the night watches. 7 Because You have been my help, 

Therefore in the shadow of Your wings I will rejoice. 8 My soul follows close behind You; 

Your right hand upholds me. It is a matter of all or nothing – never easy but that is 

what attracts God in our lives 

• It is a process of being personal with God – its easy to worship with others but not so 

easy when you are all by yourself. David called Him – His God 

• You see God is your source, the giver of life 

• David placed God right on top of the food chain – he says “Early will I seek you”; he 

meant that he wants to give God his best. 

• A thirsty man is a bold man, he will do whatever it takes to quench his thirst – this is 

our story when we are after God. A moment away from Him, causes our body to react  


