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This morning, I want to engage you on the subject matter “PEOPLE OF GREAT 

INFLUENCE” 

 

Whether we are aware of it or not, our lives are a product of the type of influence we received 

whilst growing up. 

In one way or the other we all influence someone or the course of events. 

 

Do not underestimate the power of influence in the life of an individual. 

 

The ability to influence is something that every Christian must aspire to have because it has far 

reaching consequences. Christian influence is a matter of life and death – it is the only 

influence that produces life that translates people from being hell bound to being heaven bound. 

 

Influence is the capacity to have an effect on the character, development, or behaviour of 

someone or something 

 

That is why the bible calls you the salt of the earth, the light of the world – this talks about 

influence. 

Matthew 5:13You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its savor, how can it be made 

salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 

14You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden 

 

Salt has so many uses but just mentioning 3 of them: 

• Seasoning on food in order to expose the flavor  

• A preservative  

• A disinfectant  

 

The problem we have today is that the church has become very comfortable inside the salt 

shaker – leaving the wrong type of influence permeating the world. 

 

The church has become so comfortable to the point that even the worldly system is beginning 

to influence the church. 
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We usually say the meat is salty and never would you hear your wife saying the salt is meaty. 

 

Our world is in a mess because it is getting the wrong type of influence – the church is busy 

doing braais, having baby showers and not wanting to go out and intervene in the affairs of 

man. 

I am going to show you through the scriptures how to become a people of great influence using 

the story of 4 young men by the name of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah 

 

You need to understand something – influence cannot be bought, it is earned. 

People will only listen to you if you have something that they don’t have or if you have gone 

ahead of them in one way or the other. 

 

In order to be a person of great influence in the kingdom of God, you need to pass certain tests. 

In the absence of passing these tests, your level of influence will remain limited. 

 

This is the reason why Christians like spending time within the four walls, instead of spending 

time where they are needed – it is a challenge to live up to this standard. 

 

In the course of the coming three Sundays, I will take you through 6 tests that people of great 

influence face 

 

Daniel 1:1 During the third year of King Jehoiakim's reign in Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of 

Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 The Lord gave him victory over King Jehoiakim 

of Judah and permitted him to take some of the sacred objects from the Temple of God. So 

Nebuchadnezzar took them back to the land of Babylonia and placed them in the treasure-

house of his god. 3  Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief of staff, to bring to the palace 

some of the young men of Judah's royal family and other noble families, who had been brought 

to Babylon as captives. 4  "Select only strong, healthy, and good-looking young men," he said. 

"Make sure they are well versed in every branch of learning, are gifted with knowledge and 

good judgment, and are suited to serve in the royal palace. Train these young men in the 

language and literature of Babylon. " 
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1. Test of identity  

• The first test you will face and have to pass in order to be a person of influence is the 

onslaught on your identity. 

• Your identity affects your behavior, your behavior will drive the type of influence you will 

have. 

• The bible says in verse 3  Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief of staff, to bring to the 

palace some of the young men of Judah's royal family and other noble families, who had 

been brought to Babylon as captives. 

• The king was not concerned about anyone else except the young men of Judah’s royal 

family and other noble families  

• Knowing who you are is key to becoming a person of influence or to be the salt of the earth. 

• In our everyday lives, we identify with a person, organization, occupation, nationality, or 

church.  

o You are not your clothes 

o You are not your make up 

o You are not the car you drive 

o You are not the talent you possess  

• However our real identity is the spiritual identity as a child of God 

• Your identity is the image of God that exists inside of you 

• The following scripture points to our identity  

Ephesians 2:4–7 (NKJV) 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 

5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 

been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

 

• Talking to the church at Ephesus, Paul wanted them to understand that  

o they used to be dead but now alive  

o they are seated with Christ in heavenly places.  

• Don’t be a Christian who has an identity crisis. Instead of identifying with Christ, you 

identify yourself with problems that confront you.  
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• Don’t identify yourself with your problems – calling yourself “I am divorced, bankrupt, and 

so forth etc”. 

 

• When we really understand our identity in Christ—who we are in Him—it changes the way 

we think and live.  

2Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) says, "If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 

passed away; behold, all things have become new."  

 

o "When someone becomes a Christian, he becomes a brand new person inside. He is 

not the same anymore. A new life has begun!" 

 

o Before we were in Christ, we were destined for death and destruction. Now we are 

destined for eternal life (1 John 2:25). 

 

o Before Christ, we were destined for despair, degradation, and poverty. But in Christ, 

we are destined to have life and have it more abundantly (John 10:10). 

 

o In Christ is where our identity should be. It's in Jesus that we are somebody! 

 

• Whenever God would want to use someone, He would make sure that their identity is in 

tune with the calling – God would call them with a different name 

o The Lord addressed Gideon in a different way from the way that he saw himself 

(Judges 6:1–11). 

o God also changed Abram's name. It was impossible for Abram and his wife, Sarai, 

to have children. But God said, "No longer will you be called Abram; your name 

will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations" (Gen. 17:5 NIV).  

o Jacob’s name was changed to Israel  

 

• What God says about us is found in His Word. Here are some things we are and have in 

Christ: 

o We are new creatures (2 Cor. 5:17). 

o We are the righteousness of God (2 Cor. 5:21). 

o We've been healed (1 Peter 2:24). 

o We've been made rich (2 Cor. 8:9). 
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o We are accepted (Eph. 1:6). 

o We are free from sin (Rom. 6:20–22). 

 

2. Your identity will be tested in 3 dimensions  

a) Location test  

o the 4 boys were moved from a familiar location to an unfamiliar one 

o They moved from where the true God was worshiped to where false God’s were 

worshiped (From Jerusalem to Babylon) 

b) Cultural test 

Verse 4 - Train these young men in the language and literature of Babylon. " 

o They were forced to undergo training in the ways and norms of the Babylonians, 

they had to talk like Babylonians  

 

c) Conformity test 

Daniel 1:7 To them the chief of the eunuchs gave names: he gave Daniel the name 

Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-Nego. 

o Their identity was closely linked to their identity  

o Their Hebrew names, which they received at their circumcision, had something of 

God, or Jah, in them:  

� Daniel - God is my Judge;  

� Hananiah - The grace of the Lord;  

� Mishael - He that is the strong God;  

� Azariah - The Lord is a help.   

o To make them forget the God of their fathers, the guide of their youth, they give 

them names that pointed them to the Chaldean idolatry.   

� Belteshazzar signifies the keeper of the hidden treasuresof Bel;  

� Shadrach--The inspiration of the sun, which the Chaldeans worshipped; 

� Meshach--Of the goddess Shach, under which name Venus was worshipped 

� Abed-nego, The servant of the shining fire, which they worshipped also 

 

  


