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I am so excited to see you all back to church in a brand new season called season 2018.  

We were here on the New Year’s Eve, waiting upon the Lord in prayer and when the clock 

struck midnight, the place got electrified by joy and shouts of excitement as we embraced each 

other into the new season. Every new year brings with it new levels of anticipation and hope – 

it presence everyone with an opportunity to start afresh, to do things differently.  

 

• 2018 is not going to be for everyone 

o We have seen many years going past without much having changed in some 

people’s lives.  

o Many people make New Year’s resolutions but very few actually get to see those 

resolutions becoming a reality. It is not going to be a year for those with resolutions 

and goals only. 

o It is not going to be for those who will get new jobs; I have seen people getting 

promoted but still remained unhappy and poor. 

o It is not going to be for those who are going to buy new houses, because I have seen 

people buying houses but still felt unsheltered, to a point of running away from their 

houses.  

o It is not going to be for those who will get married, because I have seen people 

getting married and wished they never got married. 

 

Having said all this, you now have a question as to whom does 2018 belong to? Good question. 

Allow me to tell you with every bit of energy in my body that 2018 belongs to those who will 

totally rely on God as their ultimate source. 

 

The title of my message is therefore “TOTAL RELIANCE” 

It is very key for you to appreciate what the spirit of God is saying to you this morning. 

 

It does not matter how spiritual you are, no one has been to 2018. Now, you being a stranger in 

2018, how do you become so confident to walk it alone? 

 

The beauty of the matter is that though you have not been to 2018, the one who lives in you 

also lives outside of time and has been to 2018. 

It is only those who will totally rely on the one who knows the terrain who will survive it.  
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• Total reliance means  

o Total dependence;  

o Total confidence and trust;  

o Restfulness of mind upon what is deemed sufficient support or authority. 

• Your ability to have a successful journey hinges on having two key components - 1) 

whether you have a dependable vehicle or not and 2) that you have accurate directions. 

• You can have a reliable vehicle but if you don’t have accurate directions, you will never 

have a successful journey. 

• God is the most reliable form of transportation and the most accurate GPS and you need 

Him in 2018. 

Isaiah 30:21: Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind 

you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.” 

 

Ps 37:23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, And He delights in his way. 

 

John 10:3-4: The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He 

calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he 

goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 

 

• The outcome of this new season will be determined by whether you rely on God or not.  

• You need God in order to successfully face your battles.  

• The older you get, the tougher the battles and the tougher the battles, the stronger your 

backup should be. 

 

Jeremiah 17:5 This is what the LORD says: "Cursed are those who put their trust in mere 

humans, who rely on human strength and turn their hearts away from the LORD. 6 They 

are like stunted shrubs in the desert, with no hope for the future. They will live in the barren 

wilderness, in an uninhabited salty land. 7 "But blessed are those who trust in the LORD 

and have made the LORD their hope and confidence. 8 They are like trees planted along a 

riverbank, with roots that reach deep into the water. Such trees are not bothered by the heat 

or worried by long months of drought. Their leaves stay green, and they never stop 

producing fruit. 
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• Two types of people will emerge in this season, those who are creature dependent and 

those who are Creator dependent  

 

• Creature dependent  

o To the creature dependent, the scripture says their greatest sin is to give homage 

to what was created. 

o Depending on the arm of flesh initiates a curse in ones life – a curse is when 

there is divine assistance for one to fail. 

o Trusting in the flesh is very evasive and can be difficult to identify and to own 

up to. 

o You would not think holding onto money is trusting in the arm of the flesh; 

when you don’t give when you have the power to do so, you are putting your 

trust in the money. 

o It is a sign of relying on the arm of flesh when you disregard your Christian 

convictions in order to increase your opportunities  

o It is a sign of relying on the flesh when we put more weight on people’s counsel 

more than the word of God 

Isaiah 30:1 "Woe to the rebellious children," says the LORD, "Who take counsel, 

but not of Me, And who devise plans, but not of My Spirit, That they may add sin to 

sin; 2 Who walk to go down to Egypt, And have not asked My advice, To strengthen 

themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, And to trust in the shadow of Egypt! 

o It is hopeless to trust in the arm of the flesh – it robs you of your destiny 

o Man is as unreliable as a broken tooth 

o Man can only run with you for three days but can’t finish the race with you. 

o When you trust in man, you will end up being consumed by disappointment 

such that you won’t see opportunities when they come your way 

Jeremiah 17: 6 They are like stunted shrubs in the desert, with no hope for the 

future. They will live in the barren wilderness, in an uninhabited salty land. 

 

• Creator dependent  

Jeremiah 17: 7 "But blessed are those who trust in the LORD and have made the 

LORD their hope and confidence. 8 They are like trees planted along a riverbank, 

with roots that reach deep into the water. Such trees are not bothered by the heat or 
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worried by long months of drought. Their leaves stay green, and they never stop 

producing fruit. 

 

o When you rely on God, your life is on a sure footing and you will not be 

moved.  

o To be totally reliant on God gives you access to the unlimited nature of God 

o Jeremiah says those whose confidence is in the Most High God will be 

planted, established like a tree by the river side. 

o Those who give God the credit for everything, they will flourish in comfort – 

it will be open for all to see like a green tree. 

o In times of drought, they will not be in want, they are not bothered by 

calamities of life because they are well nourished by God 

o In 2018, you need God because life is going to happen – when life happens 

will you be able to stand 

o Our greatest failures in life are not for a lack of effort and ability, but a result 

of failing to bounce back after a set back 

Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

• Paul called God, the God of hope – this is what you need in this season. 

• The most miserable person on earth is the one who has lost all hope – hope is 

having a favorable and confident expectation about the future. 

• When you rely on God, you will have a boundless supply of what you need to make 

it in life – The God of hope will fill you with all joy and peace. 

• Find me a person that is endowed with HOPE, JOY AND PEACE and I will show 

you a victorious individual.  

• Let me say in that in this coming season you will experience pressure and great 

testing. You need to run with someone who knows how to comfort you when under 

pressure. 

• Paul describes God as the God of comfort 

2Corinthians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be 
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able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves 

are comforted by God. 

 

• Relying on God is not a guarantee that trouble will not come but a guarantee that 

you will survive and be victorious. 

• Paul suffered many troubles but God preserved Him 

2 Corinthians 1: 8 We think you ought to know, dear brothers and sisters, about the 

trouble we went through in the province of Asia. We were crushed and overwhelmed 

beyond our ability to endure, and we thought we would never live through it. 9 In fact, 

we expected to die. But as a result, we stopped relying on ourselves and learned to rely 

only on God, who raises the dead. 10 And He did rescue us from mortal danger, and He 

will rescue us again. We have placed our confidence in Him, and He will continue to 

rescue us. 

 


