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I remember there was a season that a certain phrase was very popular – WWJD – who 

remembers that phrase.  

 

The phrase "What would Jesus do?" (often abbreviated to WWJD) became popular, particularly 

in the United States but elsewhere as well, in the 1990s. It was used as a personal motto for 

adherents of Christianity who used the phrase as a reminder of their belief in a moral 

imperative to act in a manner that would demonstrate the love of Jesus through the actions of 

the adherents 

 

What would Jesus do was so popular that you would find it on T shirts, on bracelets, inked on 

the skin, as bumper stickers and I don’t know where else. 

 

The title of my message this morning is: 

      WWJD 

          WHAT WOULD JESUS DO? 

 

If you really think deep about this phrase, it’s a very dangerous phrase – the answer to that 

question might mean death, loss of business opportunities, loss of a friend and so forth. 

 

Jesus looked at the state of the world and He found it worth to die for – we have just come out 

of a season where Jesus paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

When you look at the word Christian, it was used as a mocking term to refer to those who lived 

like Christ – the church at Antioch in Acts 11. It referred to people who talked like, walked 

liked, thought like and behaved like Jesus.  

How many Christians do we have here – I would say all of us but how many of us actually live 

like Christ. 

1John 2:4 He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the 

truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By 

this we know that we are in Him. 6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk 

just as He walked. 

 

When we look at people around us, we must ask ourselves the question “WWJD” –  
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What would Jesus do to deal with the spiritual state of people, the hopelessness we find among 

us. The following portion of scriptures highlights to us what Jesus would do in the face of a 

trouble soul. 

 

Luke 10:30 Then Jesus answered and said: "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to 

Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, 

leaving him half dead.31 "Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he 

saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 "Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, 

came and looked, and passed by on the other side. 33 "But a certain Samaritan, as he 

journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 "So he went to 

him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, 

brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 "On the next day, when he departed, he took 

out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, 'Take care of him; and whatever 

more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.'36 "So which of these three do you think 

was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?" 

 

 

FOUR CONSIDERATIONS ON WHAT JESUS WOULD DO CONCERNING 

UNCHURCHED PEOPLE 

 

1. What is the current status of evangelism in the church? 

Most churches have reached their plateau or are declining. In these churches, little or no true 

evangelism is taking place. 

• Eighty percent of all churches fall into this category. 

• Fifty percent of all churches will not add one new convert this year. 

• Most church growth that does occur happens primarily through Christians transferring 

membership from one church to another church. 

• Over ninety percent of all believers have never led someone to Christ 

• The most common form of evangelism is for people to invite someone to church to be 

ministered to by the pastors and other leaders of the church. 
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2. Reasons why we don’t rich the unsaved with the gospel 

a. We live very busy lives – there is no room left for what matters to our Lord 

b. We have a skewed view of the state of people who don’t know Jesus 

c. We lack the conviction to care for what Jesus died for. 

d. Most people do not feel confident in sharing their faith. 

e. We do not believe that Jesus is the only way. 

f. We do not believe in a literal hell. 

g. We believe that if you are “basically good,” you will go to heaven. 

h. We are fearful (potential rejection, fear potential confrontation, misunderstood, called 

names) 

i. We are discouraged – we have done it before and it did not work 

j. We are indifferent or lukewarm to the idea of witnessing – we think that it is for those 

in full time (priests and Levites). 

k. We are intimidated by people in the world 

l. We are not proud of our local church 

 

3. How to overcome the guilt of not doing what Jesus would do with lost souls 

a) We do not want to evangelize out of a sense of guilt or because we feel that we have to. 

b) We want to evangelize because we want to. 

The only way that we can move to the realm of desire in this area is to get a better 

perspective about what is actually happening in the eternal realm. When we share our faith 

we have the potential to assist people in: 

• Coming out of death into life. 

• Coming out of darkness into light. 

• Think of yourself as opening blind eyes. 

• Coming into an experience of abundant living. 

• Fitting out their place in heaven. 

c) We need to see the difference between bringing people to Christ and bringing Christ to 

people. 

• Evangelism is not forcing people in an awkward moment to listen to a prepared 

speech about God.  

• Evangelism is loving people the way that Christ would love people. It is the love of 

Christ in our hearts that opens the door for our sharing the Gospel message. 
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d) We need to understand that we are not the ones who open and close doors. 

• We can not push through doors that are closed; we can only proceed through doors 

that are open.  

• Our responsibility is to pray for doors to open and be prepared to walk through them 

when they do  

Colossians 4:2-4 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 

meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak 

the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, that I may make it manifest, as I 

ought to speak. 

 

e) We need to understand that fear is normal but it can be overcome. 

 

4. Motives for reaching the unsaved with the gospel 

a) Obedience to the commission that Jesus gave to the church 

• Preaching the Gospel to every creature and every nation under heaven (Mark 13:10; 

16:15; Luke 24:47). 

And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 

Mark 16:15 

 

• Witnessing of Christ to the ends of the earth  

Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 

the earth. 

 

b) Understand the condition of mankind apart from Christ. 

• Apart from Christ, all people are sinners and are under the sentence of death (Rom. 

5:12; Heb. 9:27). 

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus 

death spread to all men, because all sinned… Romans 5:12 

• Apart from Christ, all people are dead in trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1). 

Ephesians 2:1-3And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which 

you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power 

of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all 
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once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of 

the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 

• Apart from Christ, all people are exposed to God's displeasure, because of their sins 

(Eph. 2:3). 

• Apart from Christ, all people are alienated from the life of God (Eph. 4:17-18). 

Ephesians 4:17-18 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer 

walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, having their understanding 

darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, 

because of the blindness of their heart… 

 

c) The gospel bears the message of life 

• Jesus is the only way of salvation (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; I Cor. 8:4-6). 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me” John 14:6 

 

Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among 

men by which we must be saved. Acts 4:12 

 

• The message of the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for 

everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 

 

• The message of the Gospel is a message of reconciliation and hope (II Cor. 5:18-20). 

Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has 

given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world 

to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of 

reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading 

through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 

 

• The message of the Gospel opens the door to abundant life (John 10:10b). 

I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. 
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d) God desires for all men to be saved  

II Pet. 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but 

is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to 

repentance. 

 

e) Realize that the commission of Christ will only be fulfilled by your involvement 

• God does His work through His people—the church, not angels (Mt. 16:18; II Cor. 

5:9-21; I Pet. 1:12). 

 

• The message of the Gospel must find its voice in God’s people (Rom. 10:13-15). 

For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.” How then shall they call 

on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom 

they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they 

preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who 

preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!” 

 

• The church must reach the world prior to the Second Coming of Christ, because after 

that there will be no more opportunity (I Th. 4:13-18; II Th. 1:3-12). 

…since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, 

and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 

heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not 

know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and 

from the glory of His power… II Thessalonians 1:6-9 

 

• God intends to use the church to show forth His glory and saving power 

Ephesians 3:10 God's purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its 

rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 


