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Luke 10:30 Then Jesus answered and said: "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to 

Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, 

leaving him half dead.31 "Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he 

saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 "Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, 

came and looked, and passed by on the other side. 33 "But a certain Samaritan, as he 

journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 "So he went to 

him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, 

brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 "On the next day, when he departed, he took 

out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, 'Take care of him; and whatever 

more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.'36 "So which of these three do you think 

was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?" 

 

 

GET READY FOR THE HARVEST 

The story of the Samaritan man paints a picture of what we need to do in order to be ready for 

the harvest. His response to the wounded man was so profound and unique. It was different 

from the way the priest and the Levite responded to the situation.  

 

1. What did the Samaritan man do? 

 

a) He avoided excuses  

• He did not try to over analyze the situation. 

• He did not try to determine why the man was in that condition. 

• He did not try to decide if he was the best man for the job. 

• He simply saw the need and reached out with whatever resources that he had to meet the 

need. His motto was, “See a need and meet it, find a hurt and heal it.” 

b) He came to where the man was. 

Matthew 5:13-16 New International Version (NIV) 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 

again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 14 

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 
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c) He had compassion on the man. 

2 Corinthians 5:14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that One died for 

all, therefore all died.  

• Here is the thing that separated the Samaritan from the priest and the Levite. He had a 

different heart. He had a heart of compassion.  

• The word “compassion” means to feel what someone else feels and to hurt with those who 

hurt. 

• Because the Samaritan had a compassionate heart, he could not keep walking. He had to 

stop and minister to the man in need. 

• No other motivation will sustain you in the ministry. Ministering to people is need 

orientated.  

• We must be able to feel what people feel if we are going to be true ministers of 

reconciliation. 

 

d) He bound up the man’s wounds. 

Isaiah 61:1 "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me To 

preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, To proclaim 

liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 

• Jesus came to bind up the broken hearted (Is. 61:1). He bandaged the hurting areas and 

dressed the wounds of Satan’s victims.  

• He was willing to touch the untouchable (Mark 1:40-42). 

 

e) He poured in the wine and the oil. 

• The oil and the wine represent the Word and the Spirit. The wine brought cleansing and the 

oil brought soothing to the man’s wounds. 

f) He set the man on his own animal. 

• He was willing to use his own resources to meet this man’s needs. He used his own animal, 

his own wine and oil, and his own money to help the man in need. 

g) He brought the man to an inn. 

• He didn’t leave this man on the roadside. He brought him to a place that he could receive 

ongoing care.  

• He brought him to a place of refuge and healing. We need to bring people to the local 

church where they can get ongoing care through relationship. 
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h) He followed up on him. 

• He didn’t stop his involvement with this man until the man was up on his feet and he could 

take care of himself. 

 

2. Our Strategy summary: PRAYER, CARE, SHARE 

2.1 Prayer 

• You go to people you know who are far from God and explain to them that you pray for 

people, and ask if you can be praying for specific things in their lives. 

• You pray regularly and faithfully for them and for their needs. 

• You check back periodically to see how God is answering your prayers and to see if they 

have other prayer requests. 

2.2 Care 

• As you hear about their needs, you listen for ways to care for them by doing various acts of 

kindness. 

• You might also do things with them to help you develop a personal friendship. 

• You learn about them by asking appropriate questions about themselves. 

 

2.3 Share 

• As you continue praying and caring for people by performing acts of kindness, they will 

want to know why you are doing these things. They will invite you to share your story (1 

Peter 3:15). 

• You will get to share both your personal story of faith in Christ and the message of the 

gospel which can lead them to Christ. 

• They may ask you questions about your faith that you will seek to answer. 

• You will be able to share the gospel in a simple, understandable way. 

 

3. Getting Started  

3.1 Who do I know who needs Christ?  

• Every person has circles of relationships. These are your “neighbors”— people whom you 

know in different areas of your life. 

• These are the people whom you will personally seek to bring to Christ by practicing Prayer, 

Care, Share. 
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• On a separate sheet, make a Master List (it might be long) of people who, as far as you 

know, are far from God. Consider people from each group in your following circles of 

relationships: 

o Family, work colleagues, hobby buddies, neighbours, people you see regularly at 

shops etc  

• From your Master List, select an initial group of five or six people. Pray for God to give 

you wisdom to select the shorter list of people you will start with. 

 

3.2 Planning your introduction 

a) Begin with preparatory prayer 

• Ask God to prepare these people to receive you and your ministry to them. Bring your 

sincere desire to your Father. 

• Pray for yourself. Ask God to give you wisdom as you proceed, to help you to be faithful, 

to give you His strength, and to fill you with His Spirit and His love for these people. 

 

b) Possible ways to introduce your prayer ministry to people 

• We will suggest several options that you may wish to choose from. You determine what 

sounds best and most natural to you. 

Pick one option that seems most comfortable for you, then practice saying it several times, 

using names on your list. Fill in the first blank with the person’s name. 

1. Option 1: “________, I have been praying for people. Is there anything in your life that I 

may be praying for you this week? 

2. Option 2: “________, I pray for people and their needs. Is there anything in your life that I 

could be praying for you this week? 

3. Option 3: “________, I am a pastor (or worker) at _______ Church. I have a ministry of 

praying for people. Is there anything that I might pray for you this week? 

4. Option 4: (Write your own) 

 

c) Suggestions for prayer 

1. The person may respond with areas of concern for you to pray about, but if he seems to 

have difficulty determining what requests might be appropriate, then it is proper and helpful 

for you to suggest possible items for prayer. 
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2. If the person has previously shared with you a personal concern, problem, or need, you 

might say something like this: 

a. “________, you told me about your concern for your sick brother (or whatever the shared 

concern was); would you mind if I prayed for that this week?” 

b. If the response is “yes,” you might add, “Is there anything else I could be praying about for 

you?” 

3. If the person has not shared a concern with you, you might say something like this: 

a. “Maybe you have a relative who is ill, or you are concerned for your kids in school, or for a 

problem at work, or things that are going on in our community.” 

b. Adapt this as well as you can to the person’s situation. 

4. Or, think of your own way to suggest to someone possible areas for prayer, perhaps by 

sharing something from your life that others are praying about for you. 

 

d) Practice the Introduction 

1. Now, combine the elements of introduction you have chosen to be your approach. Write it 

out it full. 

2. When you go home, write and practice your approach for each person, saying it aloud in 

imaginary conversations with each of your selected people. Practice until it seems right. 

3. Then trust God as you actually do this with each person on your list. 

4. If they seem hesitant, tell them that you will keep the prayer requests confidential. This will 

usually make them more willing to share. 

  

3.3 Start with the first person  

a) You may seek out the person with the purpose of asking them, or you may wait until you 

naturally see them. 

b) If you seek a person out 

You might visit his home and say something like: “_______, I have been praying more for 

people lately, and I have been thinking of you and your family. Is there anything in your life 

that I might pray for you this week? Maybe you have a relative that is sick, or you are 

concerned for your kids in school, or a situation at work.” 

c) Prayer is the Key! 

• During the week, maintain the kind of relationship you normally have with the person you 

are praying for, but pray consistently for him and for his need. 

• Pray daily for the person – in private  
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• Pray earnestly for his requests. 

• Keep a Prayer Journal 

o A Prayer Journal is a critical tool to keep track of the requests you are bringing to 

the Lord for others and for yourself. 

d) Initiate the next direct conversation – follow up 

• After a few days, a week, or an appropriate time, seek out the person and initiate another 

conversation specifically about praying for his requests. 

• At the conclusion, express your desire to continue praying for him. 

 

4. Caring 

4.1 Maintain Your Ministry of Prayer 

• Pray daily for the people on your list. This in itself is evidence of your care for them. 

• Keep your Prayer Journal current, recording requests and answers to prayer. 

• Pray daily for their requests and also for their salvation. 

 

4.2 Build Your Relationship 

• Don’t come on too strong too early in your relationship with people. Come to them in 

gentleness and humility. 

• As a general rule, once you have initiated praying for them, let THEM initiate further levels 

of communication and interest about the gospel. 

• Write a profile on each person in your Prayer Journal. List his likes, dislikes, hobbies, 

family background, goals, dreams, fears, hurts, joys, struggles 

4.3 Learn to listen  

• Listening is caring 

• Listen with a sympathetic ear. But do not allow gossip. 

 

4.4 Extending care 

• Minister to Needs through Acts of Kindness  

o Meet new neighbors with a small gift and a card with your name, address, and 

phone number. 

o Meet a practical need of sick neighbors or new parents. In some cultures, you could 

bring a meal. 
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o If a neighbor is passing by, invite him in, even if things are not as neat as you would 

like. 

o Spend a Saturday morning helping someone do things they need to do. 

• Give the Gift of Time 

o Spend time doing things together that you both like. 

• Offer the Gift of Fellowship 

 

5. Ready to share  

5.1 Take your time 

• Don’t rush. This cannot be emphasized enough! 

• Rely upon God’s responses to your prayers and the impact of your acts of kindness to open 

his heart first. 

• Before you get to share from your life, you must listen earnestly and carefully as he first 

shares from his life. 

5.2 Listen for your Invitation 

• Be responsive to questions as the Holy Spirit warms his heart to spiritual matters. 

• Answer biblical questions clearly, concisely, and compassionately. If you don’t know an 

answer, don’t be afraid to say so. 

• Answer opinion questions honestly, carefully, respectfully, and gently, regardless of current 

popular opinion. 

o Always point toward God, who is your hope, and His Word that reveals Him. 

5.3 Share your story first followed by God’s story 

 

 

Acknowledgements: Adapted from Prayer, Care, Share Module: Published by Campus Crusade 
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