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Luke 2:40 And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was 

upon Him. 41 His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 

42 And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. 

43 When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. And 

Joseph and His mother did not know it; 44 but supposing Him to have been in the company, they went 

a day's journey, and sought Him among their relatives and acquaintances. 45 So when they did not find 

Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 46 Now so it was that after three days they found Him in 

the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. 47 

And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers. 48 So when they saw Him, 

they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, "Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father 

and I have sought You anxiously." 49 And He said to them, "Why did you seek Me? Did you not know 

that I must be about My Father's business?" 50 But they did not understand the statement which He 

spoke to them. 51 Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but 

His mother kept all these things in her heart. 

 

The title of my message this morning is SOLD OUT – Life comes down to what you are sold out for. 

 

1. How does it look like to be sold out? 

• Completely committed, devoted, invested and engaged to a cause.  

• To have no reservations about the decision you are making.  

• To be willing to go anywhere, do anything and give up everything in order to achieve your goal by 

any means necessary. 

Martin Luther King Jr. was sold out for the civil rights movement.  

Michael Jordan was sold out to becoming a great basketball player.  

Nelson Mandela was sold out to his quest for the freedom of all.  

If you want to finish Med School, you need to be sold out in your internship.  

People go all out for the sack of natural accomplishment – it leaves one wondering as to how sold out 

one should be for our God, our King, the one took us from death to life. 

 

All along we have been talking about Jesus without having a first hand encounter with Him. This 

portion of scriptures, gives us our first recorded encounter with the man Jesus. 

• Because they were first recorded words of Jesus, there must be something significant about them.  

• Jesus the man, was a man on a mission and right from the onset He showed those who were 

around Him a new way of living.  
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• At the age of 12, Jesus showed the world what it looked like to be sold out for a cause, to be 

devoted to something. 

• I believe that every believer needs to take on the same attitude of being sold out for God. Have 

you ever wondered why it seems to be easy to be sold out for every other cause other than things 

of the Kingdom, other than your relationship with God? 

 

2. Develop habits that frequently connect you to God 

Luke 2: 41 His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when He was 

twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. 

• This family had certain spiritual habits that they lived by - It was their constant practice to attend 

all spiritual feasts in Jerusalem, according to the law, though it was a long journey. 

• It was a 5 day journey to travel from Galilee to Jerusalem, a total of 150kms.  

• People who are sold out for God have habits that frequently connect them to God –  

• There is a certain lifestyle, a way of life that is found in someone that is sold out for God. It is a 

lifestyle that is different from any other.  

Hebrews 10:25Let us not neglect meeting together, as some have made a habit, but let us encourage 

one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

• There is a lifestyle of meeting with other believers – which many neglect (to not give enough care 

or attention to something) 

• How does a lifestyle develop: It starts with a decision, followed by practicing the action decided 

upon, when you practice it long enough, it becomes a habit and when a habit gets ingrained in 

your system, it becomes a lifestyle. 

1 Peter 2:2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

• Worldly business must give way to spiritual concerns – it calls for you to re-evaluate your priorities. 

Many believers don’t pursue God when all is well, they pursue Him when they are in trouble – is 

that how we manage our natural relationships.  

Matthew 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be 

added unto you. 

• Mary and John took Jesus along for all the festivals – they took it upon themselves to raise Him in 

the ways of the Lord. 

• God placed the ultimate responsibility to disciple a child in the hands of the parents 
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• Your love for God must touch everyone around you, your family ought to feel the impact of your 

love for God – you are the light, the salt, the yeast, the fruitful tree 

 

3. When you are sold out for God, you will give Him undivided attention 

Luke 2: 43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in 

Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. 

• The festival of the Passover took a total of seven days, and we are told here that Mary and Joseph 

stayed for the entire duration. 

• The first 2 days were actually the most important days and they could have left but they stayed. 

When you are sold out for God, you will give Him undivided attention  

o You apply yourself fully to the things of God – if it is reading the word, you don’t rush 

through it, you take time to sock in His word. 

o We are living in a very busy world, a world full of distractions.  

o You take your time in prayer – the longer you wait on God in prayer, the clearer the 

answers you will get from God 

Matthew 26:40 Then Jesus returned to the disciples and found them sleeping. “- Were you not 

able to keep watch with Me for one hour? He asked Peter. 41“Watch and pray so that you will 

not enter into temptation. 

 

1Kings 18:42 So Ahab went up to eat and drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; then 

he bowed down on the ground, and put his face between his knees, 43 and said to his servant, 

"Go up now, look toward the sea." So he went up and looked, and said, "There is nothing." And 

seven times he said, "Go again." 44 Then it came to pass the seventh time, that he said, "There 

is a cloud, as small as a man's hand, rising out of the sea!" So he said, "Go up, say to Ahab, 

'Prepare your chariot , and go down before the rain stops you.'" 

 

• At the age of 12, we see Jesus doing something peculiar, Jesus was different from your ordinary 12 

year olds. 

• This is how it should be between someone who is sold out for God and an ordinary Christian. You 

need to understand that you are unique, you are special because of your relationship with God. 

• God is raising extra- ordinary Christians whose affections and views to life are different from those 

of their unsaved friends. 

Luke 2: 43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in 

Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. 
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• Jesus knew that He had a more superior Father and He felt He had not finished the business of His 

Father – He went back to the temple. 

• Instead of doing what is expected of a 12 year old, Jesus went to the temple – to His Father’s 

house. 

• This was not an indication of disrespecting His natural father and mother but it was to draw a line 

as to who had the ultimate authority over His life. – who determines what happens in your life 

right now? 

• For three days, Marry and Joseph were looking for the creator of the heavens and earth – what an 

irony. 

• Jesus was in the temple, seating around Rabbi’s –  

 

4. When you are sold out for something, you will seek to know it intimately - seek to know God on 

a personal level! 

Luke 2: 46 Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 

teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard Him were astonished 

at His understanding and answers 

• Despite being the son of God, Jesus was found among doctors of theology listening and asking 

questions. 

• Your spiritual journey is a personal one – you can’t leave it to the pastor or the church. What the 

pastor does is to create an environment where you can thrive in your pursuit for God.  

• This means investing in your spiritual journey – this investment takes a form of time, money and 

relational investment. 

• Be invested in God even with your emotions – through your affection and desire for God, you will 

be able to tap into a greater dimension of God 

Psalm 103 1 Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 2 Bless the Lord, O 

my soul, and forget not all his benefits.  

 

Mark 12:30  And you must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and 

all your strength.' 
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5. People who are sold out for God, will be misunderstood by many resulting in strained 

relationships 

 

• When the parents finally found Him, they had a few nice words for Jesus – they were disappointed 

in him.  

and His mother said to Him, "Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought 

You anxiously." 

• Jesus spoke about this – He did not come to bring peace on earth.  

Luke 12:51 "Do you suppose that I came to give peace on earth? I tell you, not at all, but rather division. 

52 "For from now on five in one house will be divided: three against two, and two against three. 53 

"Father will be divided against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter 

against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against her mother-

in-law. 

 

Matthew 10:37 Anyone who loves his father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; anyone who 

loves his son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me;  those He loves, and He punishes each one 

He accepts as His child." 


