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The title of my message is KNOW WHAT YOU WERE BORN FOR.  

If you don’t know what you have, you will not make use of it. Many people don’t know their 

purpose. The late Myles Munroe said “If the purpose of something is unknown, abuse is 

inevitable” 

I will be taking you through a teaching that will shed some light on the varying gifts of the 

spirit which reside in the body of Christ.  

 

There is a difference between natural talent and a spiritual gift. First, a talent can be available to 

either believers or unbelievers. Every person is created with certain abilities that can be of 

benefit to other people. However, it is believers in Jesus who are said to have spiritual gifts that 

benefit other believers and help in outreach to unbelievers. 

 

Second, spiritual gifts are more specific than natural talents in the Bible – spiritual gifts are 

provided for the benefit of readers to better identify and practice ways to serve the body of 

Christ and share the gospel 

1Corinthians 12:4 There are different kinds of spiritual gifts (And that word for gifts is 

charismata.  That’s our general word.  It means “a grace gift; something, an endowment, 

supernatural ability given from God.”), but the same Spirit is the source of them all. 5 There 

are different kinds of service (And that’s our word diakonian.  And the word deacon . . .  It 

just means “a waiter of tables.”), but we serve the same Lord. 6 God works in different ways, 

but it is the same God who does the work (Greek word is energematon – speaks of energy) in 

all of us. 7 A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. 

11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as 

He wills 

 

1. There are three Categories of Spiritual Gifts (motivational, ministry, and manifestation 

gifts) 

1.1 Motivational Gifts: - 7 broad categories 

• How God works in a believer to shape his perspective on life and motivate his words and 

actions. (See Romans 12:3–8.) 

 

Romans 12:6 In His grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if 

God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. 

7 If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. 8 If your gift is 



KNOW WHAT YOU WERE BORN FOR 

2

 

Know what you were born to do: Michael Manyuni M][M © 14 October 2018                   

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 

 

to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you 

leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness 

to others, do it gladly. 

 

• This gift of God’s grace shapes how the believer views life, relates to others, and impacts 

the Body of Christ. 

 

1.2 Ministry Gifts – 5 broad categories  

• Ministry gifts are the tools God uses to build up the Church.  

Ephesians 4:11-13: “He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and 

some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 

edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 

the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”  

 

1Corinthians 12:28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second 

prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, 

varieties of tongues. 

 

• Ministry gifts are often confirmed by ordination. The Apostle Paul told Timothy, “Neglect 

not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the 

hands of the presbytery” (I Timothy 4:14). 

 

1.3 Manifestation Gifts – 9 broad categories 

• These result in a supernatural demonstration of the Holy Spirit’s presence and power. The 

Spirit of God is the Source of these gifts, and they are manifested for the benefit of others 

and to bring God glory. 

I Corinthians 12:7–11 “The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 

For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the 

same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same 

Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of 

spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: but all 

these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will”  
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How do all three work together? 

Motivational gifts Ministry gifts Manifestation gifts 

Prophesy Apostle Word of wisdom 

Teaching Prophet Word of knowledge  

Encouraging Teacher Faith 

Service Pastor Gifts of healing 

Leadership Evangelist Working of miracles 

Giving Miracles Prophesy 

Mercy Healings Discerning of spirits 

 Helps Diverse kinds of 

tongues 

 Administrations  

 Variety of tongues   

 

 

• Firstly every believer has one primary motivational gift.  And those are found in Romans 

12:6-8. 

o You must concentrate on discovering and developing this gift.   

• Secondly the motivational gift, out of Romans 12 can express itself through a variety of 

ministry gifts.   

o And we find the ministry gifts in Ephesians 4, and 1 Corinthians 12:28,  

o These ministry gifts are areas of service – there are people who are called to provide 

these services or ministries to the body of Christ. 

• Thirdly, when we exercise our motivational gift through our ministry gift, the Holy Spirit 

then determines what manifestation, or impact, the believer will receive. 
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o Motivated by a gift, you serve in a ministry and in the process of serving in the 

ministry, people get a word of wisdom, or a word of knowledge, or faith, or healing, 

or miracles, or prophecy, or discernment, tongues, interpretation of tongues. 

 

• You might be wondering, where is this going? You really want to know your gift mix – 

before we get there, we need to understand a few things 

o understand there’s one primary motivation 

o Which is expressed via a number of ministry gifts 

• Many people are confused because they define their lives or they are defined by their 

ministry gifts 

• The confusion is cleared by looking at what we can call the 2 Fs – the fulfilment factor and 

the fruitfulness factor 

 

Examples: Cobus – primary motivational gift is serving 

• His primary motivational gift is service.  He is a servant.  He loves to serve.  In other 

words, what motivates him is, he sees needs, and he wants to serve  

• But his ministry gifts are twofold.  His ministry gifts are in the area of administration, 

and in the area of pastor/teacher 

• Because of his gift mix, Peter has been pulled in all directions 

o Because he administers so well, he has been made a project manager, a chief of stuff 

o People want to make an ops manager, people want him to lead a counselling team 

• Because Cobus knows his primary motivation, whenever he is being pulled into the 

limelight, he says “That’s not what I’m made to do.  I want to serve.  I implement the vision 

of a visionary” 

 

Ntombi: Primary motivational gift is exhortation or encouraging  

• She has the ability to come alongside people, and both comfort them, and bring wholeness, 

and challenge them to really walk with the Lord 

• Her ministry gift are administration, teaching, and actually apostleship  

• Because of her gift mix (apostles want to start things and an encourager want to help people 

by grounding them in the word), at some point she started a library project 

• The library worked really well and she got some ladies to be involved and as people came 

to the library she was drawn to the hurting and she counselled them. 
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• News went across and churches started inviting her to teach on different issues impacting 

women. 

• At some point she realized that she was getting stressed and started saying no to invitations 

– She understands she can, in the ministry gift of exhortation, teach, but her calling’s not to 

be a teacher.  Her calling is to encourage people.  And when she understood that, it gave her 

a grid to say “yes” to this, “no” to that. 

 

Peter: 

• His primary motivation is generosity  

• Because he is an entrepreneur, his ministry gift manifests as apostolic (He starts things in 

the marketplace, but he also starts things in the spiritual world) 

• He is an entrepreneur with the gift of giving.  So, guess what everyone wants to put him on 

the finance committee and other churches want him serve on their board. 

• Working on boards and finance committees stress Peter. This is now what Peter says 

“I don’t serve on boards anymore.  I don’t serve on finance committees.”  I am an 

entrepreneur, who takes his money and gives it away to launch great stuff, and to come 

alongside and help people in practical ways.” 


